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Fairfax County Parkway History 
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Planning began 50 years ago 

 

  

 

1960s  

 

Washingtonôs Regional Transportation Plan 

Recommends improved north/south travel 

 

Construct Capital Beltway and outer beltway 

 

Outer beltway concept deleted due to political and 

environmental concerns 
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1975 

 

ñPLUS Planò approved by Fairfax County Board of 

Supervisors 

 

Transportation element identifies need for a new 

roadway to accommodate growing travel 

demands between: 

    existing radial highways (7, Dulles Toll Road, 

    50, etc.) 

    emerging and planned growth centers 

 

Intra-county connector, NOT outer beltway  
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1975-1979 Alternatives and concept alternatives  

evaluated by citizen committee, staff, & Virginia  

Department of Transportation (VDOT) 

 

   Freeway vs. Arterial characteristics & trade-offs 

 

1979 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 

issued by VDOTéalternatives continue to be 

evaluated 

 

1984 Final EIS approved by Federal Highway  

Administration (FHWA).  Design begins 
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1985 Fairfax County commits $90 million in  

bonds to fund the Springfield Bypass/Metro Spur 

 

1986 Design public hearings held 

 

1987 First segment opens to traffic 

Fair Lakes US Route 50 to I-66 

Designed, funded, & constructed by Fair Lakes 

developers 

 

1987 ï 2012 Twenty Five + construction contracts 

awarded 
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Fairfax County Parkway Design Criteria 
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FHWA, VDOT, & Fairfax County agree on design criteria 

 

A new multi-lane divided arterial roadway, 35 miles in 

length including both the Springfield Bypass and Spur 

Design Year = 2005 

Limited/Controlled Access 

4 and 6 lane divided roadway 

Multi-use trail integrated into design including equestrian 

facilities 

Variable right of way -mostly accommodates 6-lane section 

69 points of access 

 16 grade separated interchanges 

 53 at-grade intersections (33 signalized) 
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Outside lanes constructed first.  Future widening occurs inside using median 
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Ultimate section ï 6 travel lanes with 16ft median 
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Restricted section ï 4 travel lanes with 16ft median 

Orange Hunt-South Run Segment 
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Charlieôs tid-bits and (semi) interesting factsé 
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    Hearings resulted in access changes: 
  

Å Popes Head Park alignment eliminated 

 

Å Fairfax Station connector deleted 

 

Å Clara Barton Dr. bridge added, access deleted 

 

Å Burke Center Parkway extended from 123 to Parkway 

 

Å Ironmaster Dr. cul de sac 

 

ÅFreds Oak Roadéopen, closed, open, closed, open 

 

Åmany moreéPublic Hearings do make a difference! 
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Seven acre wetlands bank created as part of project 

 

Two wild life migration under-passes constructed 

 

Initiated a tree replacement program with Fort Belvoir 

 

First project in Commonwealth to initiate 3rd party noise wall 

financing 

 

33 of 35 miles completed by 2002, the last two mile segment  

(Fort Belvoir - Engineering Proving Ground) is nearing completion 
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Noise Wall 

Fairfax Station 

Wood Duck House 

Wetlands Creation 
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Reclassification 

Å The Fairfax County Parkway, from Route 1 

  to Route 7 (32-miles), carries  between 22,000 

  and 83,000 vehicles per day. 

 

Å The Commonwealth Transportation Board on 

   February 15, 2012 approved the  

   reclassification of the Parkway to a primary 

   road making it eligible for new funding and 

   maintenance priorities 

 Å As a primary road, route is eligible to receive federal funding for paving, guardrail,        

bridge improvements and other projects. Federal funding typically covers 80 percent of 

the cost to maintain interstates and primary roads, with the remaining 20 percent  

coming from state funds. 

 

ÅThe new designation required  a new route number for the Parkway as secondary 

roads are numbered 600 and above, and primary roads numbered 1-599. Only the 

route number has changed; the name of the road will not. 
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Proposed Improvements with U.S. Route 1 Widening Project 
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Triple left turn from southbound Parkway to north U.S. Route 1. 

Two right turn lanes from southbound Parkway to south U.S. Route 1. 
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Project Under Design 

Southbound Fairfax County Parkway 

between U.S. Route 29 and Braddock 

Road. Construct a third lane estimated  

completion date (subject to change) 

May 2014. 
 

Project Location 
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Fairfax County Parkway Phasing 

Defense Access Roads (DAR) Ramps 

Construction completed 2012 

Loop ramp lane addition, 

estimated completion  

2015 

525-space Park and Ride lot, 

construction underway, 

completed  by end of 2012 

HOV Ramp construction 

underway, completed by  

mid 2014 


